Dear Friends and Family,

In the book of Exodus we read about a free will offering. God said to give whatever is in your hearts to give. They were informed of the need and the people responded. Their generosity was so amazing, and their desire to build God's tabernacle was so great, that they brought more than enough to do the work.  Moses had to restrain them from bringing any more (Exodus 36). That is how I feel about the generosity of our friends! You have already made such wonderful and sacrificial donations! We may not restrain anyone from giving in the future – but for now, we have more than enough to purchase back all that was stolen from us! Thank you all so much!
We have enjoyed a wonderful time of prayer and restoration these past three weeks back here in Pemba.  Tomorrow we head back to Mocuba to clean up the mess the robbers made, pack up, and move on out to our new home in Dondo.  But first we will stop on our way in the district of Alto Molocue, where 10 senior pastors of mother churches will graduate from the first course of our new Discipleship Center there.  Upon graduation, these key leaders will each start their own Discipleship Centers where members of the churches under them will attend.  Now for the first time, women in these churches will receive deeper training and discipleship.  We look forward to see what God is going to do as His Word goes out wider and deeper! 
Our last day in Pemba – Thanksgiving!  Happy Thanksgiving everyone!  What an incredible day this has been!  Backtracking a bit to yesterday, Caleb, Matt, and Lorena joined about 80 people consisting of Harvest School students, missionaries, visitors from a dozen nations, and Mozambican bible school students from 6 provinces, to evangelize an unreached people group in a village called Quissanga da Praia.  Some of us went by boat, some by land.  Though the boat had some engine trouble, we are thankful we made it there and back safely!  
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Matthew on Iris Outreach Boat
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Quissanga Da Praia - This village represents a syncretistic people of another faith that has never had a Christian church.  
The Mwani people are typically closed to the Gospel, but when they saw a deaf man healed last night after viewing the Jesus film, 36 of them raised their hands to accept Jesus as their Savior.  This morning their decision to follow Christ proved strong as they all came back to give us their names and be put on a list.  Four believers through PIH Iris now live in this village.  They all became Christians in other districts, but have returned now to their home village.  One has even attended the first year of Bible school at Iris in Pemba.  They have been crying out to God for more believers and meeting on their own as a little home church.  Now they are thrilled to have 36 new brothers and sisters!  Thank you Jesus for our new family members among this “unreached” people group! 

Our Thanksgiving story gets even better.  This morning we began our day with coffee and bread, feeding all the hungry village children surrounding our camp as well.  After eating and worshipping Jesus together at the crack of dawn, we honored the chief.   Many of the team members lined up to bless him, thanking him for his help and praying for him and his family.  
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 Heidi with Village Chief
We gave gifts of solar bibles and sewn bags made by our widows from church.  The chief received this well, but Abdul Alah was no ordinary chief.  Later we found out he was the head Imam of the largest mosque in the whole surrounding area.  Yet he had granted us permission to come set up our tents in his backyard!  As the morning progressed, Heidi asked if we could buy some land to build a church and a school for literacy.  At first Abdul said, “No,” being pressured by all the other imans and witch doctors from the village.  There had never been a Christian presence in that village, and they didn’t want to start one now!  But Jesus had other plans.  One of the four believers in the village bravely came forward and offered to sell us some of their land.  (Everyone else was too afraid to sell to us.)  The next hurdle was the chief.  Miraculously, he changed his mind!  Within a few hours, he signed the deed to the land. We now have property and permission from the head Iman of Quissanga Da Praia to build a Christian church for the first time in history among this unreached people group!  Thank you Jesus.

During this amazing progression of events, team members headed out in small groups to visit the neighboring families in their huts.  Jesus touched many lives on this glorious Thanksgiving Day.  Here is a short story given by two team members as they visited one of these families.  Responding to a call by a nearby woman, Kelly and Juliana entered the mud hut.  Two ladies sat on their dirt floor, one unable to move and in great pain, and the other deaf and blind.  Juliana, a visitor from Brazil, breached the language barrier with her Portuguese and began praying.  Kelly joined in and soon the deaf and blind lady said she could see and hear a little.  Encouraged, the team members moved on to pray for the second lady who was not only immobile, but also very sad in spirit.  As they began praying for her, the deaf and blind lady started screaming and jumping for joy!  “I can see!  I can hear!  I am completely healed!”  The crippled lady, now filled with faith, began shaking!  Within minutes, she too was up and dancing around the room!  Her sadness had changed to joy. Needless to say, these ladies proceeded to tell everyone around them about what Jesus had just done.  Though Muslims from birth, they now knew the power and love of Jesus for the first time.  This is just one of the amazing stories from our morning of house visitations on this glorious Thanksgiving Day.  
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Caleb after long day at outreach
 
After a 5 hour boat ride home, our day was not over.  This evening all our Iris kids, 300 Harvest School students, 200 Mozambican Bible school students, children and church members from our Mieze base, and all the missionaries from our Pemba base all enjoyed an incredible Thanksgiving dinner provided by a lovely South African businessman who just wanted to bless us all!  Wow, thank you Jesus.  Words really can’t describe the incredible joy we have in serving Him each day, but especially this special Thanksgiving Day!  

 
Much Love and Incredible Blessings,

Brian, Lorena, Matthew, Caleb, and Nate

