Dear Friends and Family,

I hope you feel blessed as you reflect upon your journey with Jesus this past year.   I know we do.  Many things have transpired in our lives these past 12 months.  

Highlights from 2011  

We moved from our rental in Mocuba to a house we built at our Center, 

and formed a Pastoral Training Center in Mocuba where we train pastors from many districts in the province of Zambezia.


Mocuba Center

(View a 3 minute video clip at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wPyPJHUqWSo if you missed this in our November newsletter.)

We got robbed at gunpoint and evacuated out to Pemba by Missionary Aviation Fellowship.  
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Our car was in the shop, and it was urgent to get out before they returned (which they did, four days later - this time with an even larger gang)

                                

After receiving much prayer in Pemba, we moved to Dondo, where we are now running the Iris base here!  I know not all of you received all our newsletters, so if any of this is a surprise to you, you can view our past newsletters at www.ltafrica.org.  (The bandito attack might interest you!)  Our ministry to Mocuba, however, will still continue with monthly visits.
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What thrills us the most from this past year are the Discipleship Centers forming in our districts!  Bringing the pastors in for training has been good, but these Discipleship Centers are even better.  At the seminars, we give out the solar  bibles and training materials to the top leaders.  From there, they go back to their communities and start Discipleship Centers, where they teach through the materials they received.  Resources and training is extremely scarce, so we're discovering that this is filling a huge need.  Because most people here don't read, sermons are empty and no one knows the Word of God.  So with these recorded lessons and audio bibles, people are thrilled!

               

We moved to our new home in Dondo just one month ago.  “Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be broken” Chuck Smith Sr.  We are all adjusting well, enjoying the larger city of Beira down the road (45 min.), and a nearby swimming pool at the local hotel!  When it's steaming hot and the electricity goes outs constantly (meaning no fans), that’s a huge blessing!  Our children are happy we’ve found a couple of homeschool families in Beira with boys their same age!  Thank you for all your prayers as we’ve been asking God to provide friends for them for a long time.  The two families we've met have also been praying for friends for their kids!  We were even able to spend Christmas day and New Year's Eve with our new friends.  Thank you Jesus!

A week before Christmas, we went to a district 6 hours away from here to do a women’s conference and give more training and materials to the leaders of the 30 Discipleship Centers begun there a month ago.  We were shocked to be met with a parade and a huge floral wreath!  

Click below to view a one-minute video of our amazing time with them:   

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ffX6PfMMAIg&feature=mfu_in_order&list=UL
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Greeted by a wreath of flowers and a parade!
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Tomorrow we begin training the 13 district pastors of the 13 districts in our new province, called Sofala.  They too will all receive solar bibles, recorded discipleship courses, and encouraged to begin Discipleship Centers in their districts!  The enemy may have tried hard to discourage and stop us, but as you see, we are only expanding and seeing more fruit than ever!  PTL.  Thank you for reading this and being a part of our lives through prayer and support.  We had a great year!  

Please drop us a line sometime.  We'd love to hear from you!

Much Love,

Brian, Lorena, Matthew, Nate, and Caleb

 

New Support Address:

Calvary Chapel Foothill Ranch

26882 Vista Terrace, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 768-4109
Please make checks out to Calvary Chapel Foothill Ranch and mark in the memo part of the check, “The Wood Family” or “For Brian and Lorena”. 
Many Blessings,

Lorena, Brian, Matthew, Caleb, and Nate
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